'ATER [S A SACRED GIFT,

PANSESSEINSNVNRELEMENT THAT SUSTAINS

AND CONNECTS ALL LIFE.

i [T IS NOT A COMMODITY TO BE BOUGHT OR SOLD.
ALL PEOPLE SHARE AN OBLIGATION TO COOPERATE

TO ENSURE THAT WATER
N INVALL OF ITS FORMS IS PROTECTED

~ AND CONSERVED

WVARSIRIEREGARD TO THE NEEDS OF
" ALL LIVING THINGS TODAY

| !‘ <« N1 AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
"7 TOMORROW."

KEEPERS OF THE WATER » KEEPERS OF THE ATHABASCA

http://keepersofthewater.ca

Keepers of the Water is a non-profit organization working with local Keepers organizations in BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and the
Northwest Territories to protect watersheds and Aboriginal food supply, health, and way of life. Among its activities, Keepers of the
Water holds an annual conference in conjunction with local First Nations communities in areas of concern, drawing 300+ partici-
pants from across Canada and internationally. Norine Wark was co-chair of the Keepers of the Water II conference (2007), held in
Fort St. John.

-~

Wilton+Wark provides ongoing consultation and media development to develop and pramote Keepers of the Water as a national
organization, as well as its local chapters, including Keepers of the Athabasca. Beyond providing graphic design services, we are
actively involved in the constitution, incorporation, and daily operations of Keepers of the Water. The current Keepers of the Water
website is scheduled for significant expansion in 2008-09.

“The programs were beautifull!l! The delegates really like them and they were very useful for information on the foundation of

Keepers of the Water movement.” - C. Bresnahan, Coordinator, Keepers of the Athabasca
.

Media: posters, brochures, books, programs, T- shirts and product des1gn weT)srte, ‘branding

~ \4
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Keeping the Peace

A Mfa/ts‘w /554;0/

hosted by

PEACE VALLEY ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION

Saulteau First Nations

September 27-29, 2007 Fort St. John, British Columbia

For more information and to register, visit us at www.keepersofthewater.ca

KEEPERS OF THE WATER II: POSTER (8.5X11" - ALSO IN 12x18")
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The Peace River and Arctic Ocean Basin need your voice.
Join us for the "Keepers of the Water Il: Keeping the Peace" watershed gathering held from
Thursday, September 27 to Saturday, September 29, 2007.

Hosted by the West Moberly First Nations, Peace Valley
Environment Association, and Saulteau First Nations, this
gathering weaves up-to-date issues and facts on our Basin
with light entertainment, cultural activities, family events,
and feasts to engage people of all ages and backgrounds.

The first Keepers of the Water gathering (2006 Liidlii Kue,
Denendeh) drew national attention to the northern part of
the Arctic Ocean Basin, a watershed that covers one-fifth
of Canada's landmass and is one of the largest and most
pristine freshwater basins in the world. This year's
conference calls us southward, uniting around its
lifeblood, the Peace River sub-basin. Participants from
First Nations and every level of Canadian government,
area industries, science, academia, stewardship councils,
environmental organizations, alternative energy fields,
special interest groups, and local communities will join in
building a foundation for a unified watershed strategy.

Be informed. Be involved. Be heard. Be a part of this
historic and democratic effort to produce a viable action
plan for securing responsible stewardship of our waters.

Check out some keynote speaker and guest participant
profiles, discover more about the planned activities, and
learn how you might be a part of this by visiting our
website: http://keepersofthewater.ca. Register today!

Register online, or by email, fax, or post.

website: http://keepersofthewater.ca
email: info@keepersofthewater.ca
fax: (250) 785-6378
postal mail: c/o Norine Wark,
RR1 S6 C5, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4E7

Advance registration closes
Friday, September 7, 2007.

Title (circle one): Chief  Councilor Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms. Number of people attending:
Name:

Organization/Community:

Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax: eMail:

Names of family members or others accompanying this registrant; please indicate ages for those under 18*:

1 3

5

2 4

6

Children (12/under) and Elders: FREE  General Public: $100
Students**: $50 Corporate and Government: $300

Notes: * Only one registration package will be provided per registration form.
** Students in financial need may apply for a limited number of complimentary registrations; submit a written request to the address above.

Total registration fees:

KEEPERS OF THE WATER [I: REGISTRATION FORM
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NZ THE CONFERENCE

one-fifth of Canada's
s, encompassing the provinces of British Columbia,
an, Northwest Territories, and the
Yukon. Once a wild and pristine watershed, this Basin is

becoming an increasingly toxic, depleted fr

In the Fall of 2006, a group of concerned citizens met in Liidlii
Kui, Denendeh/Fort Simpson, NWT to di their growing
fears about the fate of these water ring produced a
water declaration that placed the needs of all that rel

the Basin waters before the ambitions and activities of

d industry.

this time around the Basin's
nd lifeblood, the Peace River and its tributari
We will examine the current condition throughout the B
using this information and the first Keeper's water
dedlaration to develop a grassroots watershed plan that
alues life more than remote government agendas or massive
industrial exploitation geared towards short term, often

foreign shareholder profits.

We need your voice, your ideas. You will be an active participant, sharing your tho
and beliefs through small group and large group discussions, interactive events, a videotaped Speaker's
oty B

“ONFERENCE \WSPONSORS
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KEEPERS OF THE WATER [I: WEBSITE (SPLASH, INTRODUCTION, TRAILER)



JOHN, BRITISH COLUMBIA = SEPTEMBER 27-29, 2007

ACE

Water
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MORNING

WHEN |WHERE | ACTIVITY.
Z¥ > oom | PCC “Linking Arms” film documentary - Wes Nile Productions with flmmakers,
O | 123 | reatee Dan McRoie and Wes Grycki
% Reports on the past year's activities throughout the Basin:
a —— Keepers 1 - Chiis Paci, Deep Consulting Inc, TBA
, bers 11 / l 1/ u { ) g 100pm | g oo Athabasca conference - Bob Cameron
= “To the Tar Sands™ Athabasca bike espedition - Shawn Khan
= “Wateg is Life” Fort Smith conference - Cec Heron
NPCC
200pm | o~ . |BREAK
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: Uncovering the Arctic Ocean Drainage Basin
Watershed
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27: BUILDING AWARENESS . T8TAluge | Acrsied Planning Group 1 - Land and water use decision-makers
P lasg: %
215pm- | 0 e~ | Watershed Planning Group 2 - Public awaeness, education & involvement
Welcome to an action-packed 3-day wates gathering! +15pm Watershed Planning Group 3 - Water resoutces inveatory & monitoring
Today we hope to answer some very important questions. TETA Watershed Planning Group 4 - Sensitivity and vulnerability of ecosystems
Why did Deh Cho First Nation call a Keepers” gathering last fall? boadroom | \vatershed Planning Group 5 - Pressure of industry on Basin (oil & gas, tar sands,
What has happened throughout the Arctic Ocean Drainage Basin (AODB) since thea? Bydroelectsicity, muclear, coal bed methanc)
Why is the Peace River important to the rest of the Basin? i NPCC ‘The prehistoric Peace - Tumbler Ridge Dinosaur Discovery Gallery curator and
PR theatee paleontologist, Rich McCrea and Collections Manager Lisa Buckley
WHEN [WHERE  [ACTIVITY 2aspm | NPCC “Forty years later - how hydroelectricity changed our world”, documentaries and
- & theatre slides - Kad Mattson
i NPCC main
30am | REGISTRATION: collection of conference matesials g | P M Ml e 300 0 et i wateesbet - Lo Pt Pt
e theatre Chief of Nakazdli Band and Nak'azdli Negotiator regarding the proposed mine
800am | BREAKFAST: Complimentary continental breakfast NpCC
Soncouce 415pm BREAK: complimentary coffee and tea service
OPENING PRAYERS AND CEREMONIES S
Welcome by Saulteau First Nations Chief Allan Apsassin, West Mobesly First s1spm | NPCC “Celebrating the Peace” return from tour - Sam Kosolowsky, tour guide 2nd
Nations Chief Roland Willson and Peace Valley Envitonment Association padsinglot | driver
Sics President, Ruth Ann Darnall NpCe KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Simon Jackson, founder of Spisit Bear Youth Coalition,
900um | oo Keepers 1 - Sumuel Gargan, Assistant Negotiator, Dehcho Fisst Nation 430pm | o “The Power of One”, and soon-to-be seleased Hollywood animated movie,
Catrying on the vision - Chiefs Apassasin and Willson eatee “The Spirit Beac”
Oral history of the Peace River - Doig River First Nation Councillor and Elder NpeC
Gexry Attachie 600pm [ o “Keepers of the Water”, a play by West Mobexly First Nations Comamunity
Introduction of modesators - Wayne Sawchuk, Wendy Francis, At Napoleon prre— . P —
“Sweet Water to Saltwater” Award winning documentary on the Arctic Ocean 6:20pm o s e
~ 3 - Awakenings” lunch counter or visit one of our many local restaurants.
NPCC Drainage Basin (AODB) by Karl and IngeJean Mattson ) e
theatre Introduction of documentary on AODB grassroots watesshed planning process Z| .
10:00am Kuil Matiiee. Z | 7:30pm- | concousse & | Meet and greet/non-alcoholic punch and cheese;
= - Z | 900pm | conference | Alternative energy/sustainable living trade faic
NPCC A E
aoking log | “Celebrating the Peace” tour departute - Sam Kosolowsks, tour guide and dver g rooms
pctiog Bl opm | ECC ELDERS GATHERING: Elder Pat Marcel, Chair of the Athabasca Chipewyan
11:00am w\n::ii “Images of the Peace” - Don Petit theatre First Nation Denesuline Traditional Environmental Knowledge Elders Committee
_— LUNCH: Hosted by Rising Spirit Aboriginal Youth Centre. - NPCC
11:30am | Contre (aext | PA4tcipants may also pucchase a liht lunch from the NPCC “Bewed = | 1:00pm- | concousse & | ALTERNATIVE ENERGY AND SUSTAINABLE LIVING
oNPCC) | Awakenings” luach counter or visit one of our many local restaucants. < |9:00pm | conference |TRADE FAIR
NPCC) | Restaurant guide provided in conference package) a rooms

KEEPERS OF THE WATER [I: PROGRAM
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WATER IS A SACRED GIFT,

AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT THAT SUSTAINS

AND G@NINECTS ALL LIFE.

IT IS NOT A COMMODITY TO BE BOUGHT OR SOLD.
ALL PEOPLE SHARE AN OBLIGATION TO COOPERATE

LOLENSIIRE THAT WATER
IN'ALL OF ITS FORMS IS PROTECTED

AND CONSERVED

WITH REGARD TO THE NEEDS OF

ALL LIVING THINGS TODAY
AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

TOMORROW.”

“THE KEEPERS OF THE WATER DECLARATION, FALL 2006

FORT ST. JOHN, BC  SEPTEMBER 2007

Keeping the Peace

KEEPERS OF THE WATER II: T-SHIRT (BACK, POCKET, SLEEVE)



FORT ST. JOHN, BRITISH COLUMBIA
SEPTEMBER 27-29, 2007

A
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* The Keepers of the Water Il Resolution, 2007
can be signed today to show your ongoing support at
www.keepersofthewater.ca d’l&

CLEAN WATER IS A FUNDAMENT.

HUMAN RIGHT

ANID/ IS ESSENTIAL FOR

ENVIRONMENTAL, COMMUNITY AND

HUMAN HEALTH.

AS STEWARDS OF THE MANY DIVERSE
AND; SIGNIFICANT TRIBUTARIES OF OUR

GREAT ARCTIC OCEAN
[DRAINAGE BASIN,

WE ACKNOWLEDGE WATER IS

SACRED.’

On behalf oft \WMHENESEN, PVEA  andfour conference planning
committee, we would like to thank you formaking the Keepers of the
Water II: Keepingthe Peace an event that re-establishes our right for
safe, abundant and free fresh water, and the need to return our Arctic
Ocean Drainage Basin's ecosystems to a sustainable balance.

You can continue to help build thisigrassroots momentum by signing
the online Keepers Resolution;sharing your ideas and carrying on the
dialogue that we began at'the conference by visiting our website:
http://www.keepersofthewater.ca

Encourage others to join us as we gather force at the grassroots level.
Our work has just begun.

KEEPERS OF THE WATER II: THANK YOU CARD
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ATHABASCA CH[PEWYAN FIRST NATION
PROUD HOSTS,GF THE 2008

M/ tersh 8[/ dzf/e/ 14

AUGUST 15-17, 2008 - FORT CHIPEWYAN,/AB

WATER IS BOSS

P

CO-OPe Sanhiahy  DsiimindGra ecotrust WWF

¢ is a trade-mark of Mountain Equipment Co-operative. © 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature (also known as World Wildlife Fund). ® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark.
Canadian Boreal Initiative, Athabasca Chipewyan FN, Mikesew FN, Walter & Duncan Gordon Foundation, Ducks Unlimited Canada, and Alberta Ecotrust logos are copyright of their owners.
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WATER IS BOSS

The Waters of Athabasca and the Arctic Ocean Drainage Basin need your voice.
Join us for Keepers of the Water lll: Water is Boss watershed gathering
held in Fort Chipewyan, AB from Friday, August 15 to Sunday, August 17, 2008.

Fort Chipewyan, the oldest community in Alberta, and the Athabasca walk of life are cordially invited to work on a democratic, all-stakeholders’
Chipewyan First Nation are proud to host this year’s annual Keepers of  grassroots watershed plan for one of the largest freshwater basins in the
the Water conference. world. Now is the time to take action.

This watershed gathering builds on the grassroots declaration, resolu- We call on you to join us on these courageous and vital next steps. Create
tions and rough watershed plan, which began in Liidlii Kue, Denendeh  a unified watershed action plan and a clear plan for its follow-up. Be in-
(Fort Simpson, NWT) in September 2006, and continued in Fort St. John,  formed. Be involved. Be heard. Be part of an unforgettable historic, demo-
BC in the fall of 2007. cratic plan to secure responsible stewardship of our life-giving waters.

This year we focus on Athabascan water issues, discussing water quality, Check out keynote speaker and guest participant profiles, discover more
human health, environmental justice, and Treaty and Aboriginal Rights  about the planned activities, and learn how you might be a part of this
concerns and solutions. We establish partnerships and collaborations,  critical event by visiting our website. Register today!

which will effectively address health and water concerns. We identify re-

sponsible authorities, educate them, and encourage them to respond ap- Website: http://www.keepersofthewater.ca

propriately. In short, our goal for this gathering is determining viable so- Email:  alice.rigney@siscanada.ca
lutions by identifying concrete and tangible water management actions. = == | Fax: (780) 697-3500
Mail: Attention: Alice Rigney
All levels of Canadian government, involved industries, First Nations and Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation
PO Box 366

Metis peoples, ENGOs, NGOs, doctors, scientists, academics, stewardship

councils, community members and concerned citizens of every age and Fort Chipewyan, AB TOP 1B0

Title (circle one): Chief Councilor Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms. Number of people attending:

Name:

Organization/community:

Mailing address:

Phone: Fax: Email:
Names of family members or others accompanying this registrant; please indicate ages for those under 18:
1 3 5
2 4 6
Preferred accommodation (circle one): Host family billet Tent Tipi Will bring own tent for camping
Date/time and airline:  Arrival: Departure:

KEEPERS OF THE WATER I1I: REGISTRATION FORM



For more information on these summer
water events or to register, visit us at:
http://www.keepersofthewater.ca

Alice Rigney

ACFN Host Committee Chair
alice.rigney@siscanada.ca
(780) 697-3730

Connie Bresnahan

Coordinator, Keepers of the Athabasca
Athabasca Watershed Community Tour
athabasca.bio.soc@hotmail.com

(780) 816-0654

ATHABASCA WATERSHED SUMMER EVENTS

Join Keepers of the Water in honouring the sacred Arctic Ocean Drainage Basin waters this summer.
Celebrate the rare and dynamic life-giving beauty of the Athabasca as we tour watershed communities
with Keepers of the Athabasca, and then gather at the Keepers of the Water Ill: Water is Boss conference
in Fort Chipewyan, Alberta, where we take the next step in developing a viable, grassroots watershed
plan. Together we write concrete action plans and accompanying measures of success, using the Water
Declaration drawn up at the first Keepers of the Water conference, the Resolutions drafted during the
Water is Life conference, the Keepers of the Water II: Keeping the Peace rough Watershed Plan, and the
inspiration, wisdom and insight of this year’s participants.

Learn about the burgeoning demands upon our waters and their cumulative effects on local wildlife
and human health from Indigenous leaders like Deh Cho Grand Chief George Mackenzie, Assembly of
First Nations NWT Vice-Chief Bill Erasmus, Chiefs/leaders representing each watershed within the Arctic
Ocean Basin, and health experts like Dr. John O’Connor. Uncover the science behind water issues from
internationally recognized experts, such as Dr. Kevin Timoney, and take part in our Youths’ community
water monitoring demonstration. Obtain a copy of our newly released State of the Athabasca Water-
shed report. Discover more about our documentary film projects, including our latest one, “Keeping
the Athabasca”. Understand First Nations Treaty rights, current Canadian federal and provincial legal
practices, and how this governance affects water, wildlife and human health. Embark upon a 3-hour
boat tour of one of the world’s largest freshwater deltas, the Peace-Athabasca Delta. Thrill and nurture
your spirit with our numerous entertaining and cultural events.

All people are welcome: First Nations and Metis leaders and community members; provincial, federal,
and municipal political leaders; Elders; youth; ENGOs, scientists, academics, and lawmakers; Keepers;
and anyone else who is interested in water preservation.

Help secure and protect our watersheds for ecological, social, cultural and community health and well-
being today and for generations to come. Take part in making history with us. Together we will ensure
safe, abundant and free fresh water for all.

2008 ATHABASCA COMMUNITY TOUR

Lac La Biche: August 7
Janvier, Fort McMurray and Fort McKay: August 8-12

KEEPERS OF THE WATER III: WATER IS BOSS CONFERENCE

Elders and Youths Gathering: August 13-14, 2008
Conference: August 15-17,2008

Food and accommodations

All meals, billets, and some tents and tipis are generously provided by our conference host, Athabasca
Chipewyan First Nation. (Billets are reserved for those who cannot camp out for health reasons.) Please
bring your own bedding, toiletries, and eating utensils.

Transportation
Ft. Chipewyan is located on the northwest corner of Lake Athabasca. We are a fly-in community in the
summer months; we have scheduled flights from Sunday to Friday:
e Air Mikisew Ltd.
Reservations: 780-743-4090, toll free: 1-800-268-7112, office: 780-743-8218, or
online at www.airmikisew.com. Please ask for the “Keepers of the Water Ill Conference Rate.”
e McMurray Aviation
Reservations: 780-791-2182, toll-free: 1-877-877-2359, fax: 780-790-2364, or
online at www.mcmurrayaviation.com

Registration
Thanks to the generosity of our host, the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, and our many devoted

sponsors, registration is free.
5 09 fé WNiater

“WATER IS SACRED.”

KEEPERS OF THE WATER I[1I: REGISTRATION INFORMATION SHEET




FORT CHIPEWYAN, ALBERTA ~ AUGUSf.l?I%

AS STEWARDS OF THE MANY DIVE k\l
D SIGNIFICANT TRIBUTARIES OF OUR

GREAT ARCTIC OCEAN
DRAINAGE BASIN,

WE ACKNOWLEDGE WATER 1S / WATER IS BOSS

SAC RED ~" PROGRAM AND SCHEDULE

- THE KEEPERS OF THE WATER I1 RESOLUTION! 2007,

< ) it 1M1 .
eesers of the Water WATERSHED GATHERING - FORT CHIPEWYAN, ALBERTA - AUGUST 15-17, 2008
SPECIAL EVENTS CONFERENCE CHAIRS AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES
YOUTH HANDS-ON COMMUNITY MONITORING GEORGE POITRAS
DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM CHAIR AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Learn how to monitor the environment in your neighbourhood (wa- George Poitras is 2 member of the Mikisew Cree First Nation and previ-
ter, plants, and insects to develop baseline measures of environmen- ously served as Chief of the Mikisew Cree
al health). Sample water, plants and insects using standard monitor-
ing methods. His activism as 2 political leader has recently allowed him the opportu-
Friday, August 15, 100pm ity to successfully protect the interess of the Mikisew Cree in a Supreme
Sponsored by Wood Buffalo National Park. Court of Canada trial against the federal government. This unznimous
Iandnar .0 Spren CourtofCanad vicory o the Mikiew Cre
November 2005 was instrumental in changing the Aboriginal legal land-
PEACE-ATHABASCA DELTA BOAT TOURS cape in Canada an ralsing he sandaeds for gvernments g bl
tion to adequately consult First R “The Mikisew Cree Supreme Court
ial The ythree hour of the sub
Special Events ‘Experience the elta and river channels. Stops at basins, and tour national conferences dealing vm.h ,\bnngmal law in Canada.
Going Green vegetation moniforing by Parks Canadastaffsince 1993. Learn about
'I 0 . the complex flow of water Into the delta (the gathering of water from toact role and has taken steps to raise awareness to the Indig-
Conference Chairs one of the largest freshwater basins in North America). See wildlife enous community of the Regxoml Municipality of Wood Buffalo and Aberans s Canadinsgenraly. i s
i in thei natural habiat spoken at rallies on global while
Master of Ceremonies Saturday, August 16, 100 he ist travelin i e Ao e lands,wa-
Sponsored by Wood Buffalo National Park. ter,ar, and threat et of i peope fom o
J J FRANCOIS PAULETTE
GOING GREEN | PROGRAM CHAIR
Frangoisis Dene Suiline and member of the Smiths Landing Treaty 8 Frst
Nation. As Chief and vice-chief of the Dene Nation, he has fought for
‘We are working hard to make this an environmentlly friendly con- and and treaty rights such as in the historic Paulette case and the Berger
ference. Our registration forms, letters and most other conference Inquiry. Trained in Negoiations from the Harvard and Banf Schools of
documents use Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified paper. Management, he has been a negotiator and consultant for his and other
Digital versions of all resource documents are accessible throvgh Dene First Nations
our website
Franois has spoken on Dene history and Aboriginal and Treaty rights, and has been called o to testify in the
Conference participants are encouraged to bring their own eating courts as an expert witness on Treaty 8, most recently in the Benolt taxation case. He was a founding member and
utensil; those who do not will be charged a nominal fee for use of Chairman of the Dene Cuural Institute in 1986. Francois has also worked as tralner and f
disposable plates, bowls, cups and cutley provided by the confer- tor for more than fwenty years, and has collaborated on a number of Canadian and inernational documentary
ence hosts fims.

KEEPERS OF THE WATER [II: PROGRAM
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3 { 2008 ATHABASCA
COMMUNITY TOUR
Our WUSSLO e ’ JuLY 6
1 ABASCA R ) A JASPER
JuLy 8
HINTON
JuLy 10
WHITECOURT
JuLy 11
FORT ASSINIBOINE
Jury 13
DRIFTPILE
Jury 15
CALLING LAKE
AUGUST 7
LAC LA BICHE
AUGUST 8-13 (TBA)
JANVIER
AUGUST 8-13 (TBA)
FORT MCMURRAY/FORT MCKAY
AUGUST 14-15

ORT CHIPEWYAN
KEEPERS OF THE WATER 111 - WATER IS BOSS

CLEAN WATER IS A FUNDAMENTAL

AND IS ESSENTIAL FOR Alice Rigney

ENVIRONMENTAL, COMMUNITY AND ACFN Host Committee Chair

H U MA N H E ALT H alice rigney@siscanada.ca
(780) 697-3730

AS STEWARDS OF THE MANY DIVERSE | =

AND SIGNIFICANT TRIBUTARIES OF OUR Connie Bresnahan

GREAT ARCTIC OCEAN s R
DRAI NAGE BASIN, [ (780) 816-0654

WE ACKNOWLEDGE WATER IS | keepersofthewater.ca

S ACRED. Az & =i

I‘I Flshenes and Oceans  Péches et Océans
= THE KEEPERSGF THE WATER 1T RESOLUTION, 2007 nada Canada

r:demavko(MnumimEqu Co-operative

PRINCIPLES AND GOALS

//(/.L(,[

/We are guided by both indigenous elders _/ We are First
traditional knowledge and western science. Nations, Metis, Inuit, environ-
mental groups, and Watershed

We recognize and honour the legal importance of

-
citizens working together for 77 /

First Nations'and Aboriginal and Treaty rights t0 the Waters, e protection of woter land ) e lhank you!

lands and livelihood rights. i

and air and thus for all living

[
We recognize that significant negative cumulative things today and tomorrow in 2 asca Chipewyan

impacts are compromising the health and integrity of the the Athabasca River Watershed. First Nation
Athabasca River and Lake watershed, all of which appear to be Bigstone Cree First Nation
negatively affecting fish and wildlife populations and adversely R % Canadian Parks and

Wilderness Society
Crooked Creek

Conservancy
Driftpile First Nation

affecting the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights to hunt,
trap, and fish within indigenous peoples’ traditional territories.

L

| ¥ 3
We acknowledge that clean water is a fundamental

human right and is essential for environmental, community

and human health. As stewards of the Athabasca River and

Lake Watershed, one of the many diverse and significant

tributaries of our great Arctic Ocean drainage basin, we

acknowledge water is sacred.

S o O 5 ) 3
(/7/‘((/ Our Activities in 2 ¢ =
' - = 3 Fond du Lac First Nation

Build capacity for informed and effective water- State of Athabasca Watershed Foothills Ojibway Society - Hinton

shed stewardship and advocacy throughout the communities Areport

of the Athabasca River and Lake watershed. Fort McKay First Nation
2008 Athabasca Community Tour FoftMcMurray First Nation
Provide access to and promote the understanding (see reverse for tour dates) Py Greenpeace
of traditional knowledge and ecologically-based theory and Keepers of the Water

practice in the management of human impacts on the water- Keepers of the Water [l - {  Keepers of the Water Saskatch-
shed ecosystem and the living Earth. 4

Fort Chipewyan, August 14-17, 200f ewan .
. 3 Lac La Biche Metis community
Promote awareness of Keepers principles througl % ) - ¥ 3 -
education and cultural experiences and celebration of place. Keeping the Athabasca A / e
Documentary film project E Metis Nation of Alberta
Promote the recognition of the Constitution Act, ~ g Nuclear Free Alberta (Tipping

section 35 on Aboriginal treaty rights. : \ g e Point and SPOC)
&, Safe Drinking Water Foundation
1]

KEEPERS OF THE ATHABASCA: BROCHURE



VALUES OF THE WATERSHED
WATER QUALITY
WATER QUANTITY

LAND OF THE ATHABASCA WATERSHED

THE C \\\m\\ PARKS \\Il\\III)H\\I\\ \k\k IETY NORTHERN ALBERTA

1/[’/1( 7 h’/[///{/\u/
e Witter

JASPER NATIONAL PARK (AEP, 1997)

Jasper Ne Canadas Rocky INES-
CO World HeritageSite. Jasper spans 1087

valleys, rugged Jaciers, forests d wild rivers along the east-
ern slopes of the Rockie n wesern Alers. Large numb«s o{ elk. bighorn sheep, mule
deer and other Park one of the

OF THE AT

\’ATF RSHED 2008
f/lt’ /‘41%/[/1[»(([

TRADITIONAL LIVELIHOODS:
FISHING, TRAPPING, DUCKS, TRANSPORTATION

FISHING

“Commercial ﬁshmg became viable in northern Alberta only after ral links were estab-
lished o southern markets in a fresh state. Once these:
il liks were in place th fshng industy expanded rapily and with it a cyce o deple-
ton ofstocks and search fo new nxplied akss (Wetherell and Kiet 2000, Oncethe
supply of new sh stocks

oAty colaaet st Bigane 15 o  igh of st 8000 coeneral ograors
1959, there remain today less than 1000 operators (SC, 1983; AEP, 1998b). Lake whitefish

up of northern pike, walleye, and incidental catches (AEP, 1996b). The total commercial
catch in Alberta in 1997 was worth $2.8 million (Stelfox and Wynes, 1999)" (Schneider,
2002).

“In the latter half of the 20th century, sport fishing overtook
commercial ishing as the dominant form o fish harvesting. The
‘number of sport anglers increased steadily untilthe early 1980s,
and then declined by about 35% in the ltter half of that decade
(ASRD). Since the early 19905 the number of anglers has been
relatively table. It is estimated that about 350 000 people fished
in 2000 (ASRD, 2001d) and that approximately 80% of the total
fish catch in Alberta now goes to sportanglers (AEP, 1998b). Yel
low perch, northern pike, walleye, and trout species account for
95% of the sport catch. Approximately $349 million were spent

sport fishing in Alberta in 1994, indluding expenditures on
gear (Stelfox and Wynes, 1999)" (Schneider, 2002).

Employment

st potected cosystems remtning i the Rocky Mountins, This vast wild
of the few remaining places in southern Canada tht is home to a full range of canivores,
m ‘wolves and wol

CARDINAL RIVER HEADWATERS (AEP, 1997)

Together with Mcleod River headwaters, one of the most extensive, continuous vegetated
Alpine habitat complexes in the Front Ranges of the Rocky Mountains. The Cardinal River
hesdvatrscontains o diversy of festures incudin trns, el ad cuscades with
an abundance of 1 di
Lerpersed with g, high-clvation wetlands comprising sedge and grassy meadows and
shrubbery, diverse meadow wetlands-spring complex (including major springs) includes
calcareous springs and tufa deposits. It has provincially rare vegetation type and nationally
and provincially uncommon, rare and disjunct plants and invertebrate animal species. It
i habitat for bull trout and key habitat for elk, grizzly bear, mountain goat, wolverine and
fisher.

jasper National Park, Alberta; Athabasca
Glacier (top left): Athabasca Falls.

“As STEWARDS OF THE MANY DIVERSE AND SIGNIFICANT TRIBUTARIES OF OUR

does not appear to be sustainable. There are simply too many
anglers relative to the number of fish-bearing lakes and streams
in Alberta. With the tremendous increase in access throughout
the north in recent decades, fish stocks have come under ex

treme pressure. For example, in Waolfe Lake, 2000 anglers per
year caught an average of 0.25 fish per hour in the early 1980s,
but by the 19905, 10 000 anglers per year experienced a catch
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rate of only 0.2 fish per hour (Post et al 2002). Twenty-one of
27 walleye populations for which data exist have collapsed asa | &

el of ovefshing, Pike popolations now o show evidence &7 00 O

arctic grayling and lake sturgeon have each been lsted 25 a spe-

tions and vulnerabiliy to angling pressure and habitat destruc-
tion (AEP, 1999)" (Schneider, 2002).

GREAT ARCTIC OCEAN BASIN, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WATER IS SACRED."

KEEPERS OF THE ATHABASCA: REPORT

Figure 1.5: Number of commercial fishing operators in Alberta
rate of commercial walleye harvest: 1920-1998 (SC, 1983; AB
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